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NATIONAL STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.08 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
inform the house that this week, 12 to 18 November, is National SES Week, and that today is indeed “Wear 
Orange Wednesday”, or WOW Day, and can I say that looking around the chamber it is great to see that a 
number of members are wearing orange ribbons. 

National SES Week and “Wear Orange Wednesday” mark the dedication and commitment of almost 2 000 State 
Emergency Service volunteers who serve the people of Western Australia year in, year out. When emergency or 
disaster strikes, SES volunteers leave their warm beds, homes, jobs and loved ones, without hesitation, to help 
others. Over the past 12 months, SES volunteers have had one of their busiest years in recent memory, 
responding to more than 4 500 requests for assistance. Some of the major incidents that have impacted the state 
include tropical cyclones Heidi, Iggy and Lua in the north west of Western Australia, and extensive flooding in 
the Kimberley and Pilbara. More recently, destructive thunderstorms devastated the Perth metropolitan area and 
southern parts of the state in June, with a tornado ripping through Dianella. While we all witnessed the 
devastation, it was volunteers who were at the forefront of the emergency response, rising to the cause in wet, 
windy and dangerous conditions to keep the community safe. Each and every one of those SES volunteers 
worked tirelessly in their own time for the good of the community. 

Today and the remainder of this week is an opportunity to recognise the efforts of all SES volunteers, along with 
the 27 000 hours they dedicated to the community last year alone. This coming year will once again be a busy 
time for SES volunteers, with more tropical cyclones expected in the north, storms in the south, and land and sea 
searches for missing people inevitable. Volunteers make themselves available 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, and travel far and wide to ensure no-one goes without a helping hand if required. 

Celebrities are today braving the heights of a building in the CBD, scaling down the enex100 building into 
St Georges Terrace, getting just a taste of what SES volunteers are trained to do. A number of city landmarks in 
both Perth and Kalgoorlie–Boulder will be glowing orange for the majority of the week, with the Perth Wildcats 
game at the Perth Arena also having a distinctly orange touch to recognise the SES. 

I encourage everyone to come together and join us in extending our gratitude to the men and women in orange 
who are there for us in times of need. They are there for us all year round, and so this week we thank them and 
recognise their contribution to our community. I again thank the members of the SES. 
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